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Stuart Mill and Henry Fawcett} to insist on those
" rights " of the poor that are " founded in the
universal Christian law as well as in the law of
nature." * He said :

" The poor who possess neither land nor capital
have the right of nature to life and to the susten-
ance of life ; but the able-bodied and the skilful
possess the power and the skill of labour, which
is true and living capital. The aged and impo-
tent cannot work. The law of nature gives them,
as Mr. Mill and Mr. Fawcett say, a right to work
or to sustenance without work. Whether this
right be only natural, or also legal, as it is happily
in England, it binds all who possess the property
which human law recognises and protects. The
English Poor Law, therefore, is a law of
natural justice, having a Divine sanction, creating
rights in the poor and duties in the rich. The
Poor Law is as a rent-charge upon the inheritance
of England in behalf of the younger children
for whom there is no legacy in the will; the elder
sons inherit the real property in Land and others
the personalty in money. The poor possess
nothing but their inheritance of natural right.
If the Poor Law of Elizabeth had not been passed
the English Land Laws would scarcely have
survived until this day. From Henry VIII till
Charles II the possession of land had been passing